If the conditions of aboriginal Mexico had been as he describes them, a conquest like that of Cortes would not have been possible. The descriptions are simply disgusting, and I cannot conceive that I was once blind enough to believe such stuff." 3 A contemporary of Bancroft, traveling through northern Mexico, gave vivid descriptions of two Cerros de Trincheras, 4 the description of the second one approximating Ba~croft's in one important point, the walls with alternate entries on opposite sides, but locating the site about sixty miles farther to the north. The first site described was located close to the cerro described by Bancroft.
This points up a very important fact, that cerros de trincheras are very commonly found throughout western and northern Mexico.~. This fact caused an-other traveler, Carl Lumholz, to compare the trincheras of Cerro de T rincheras with others he had seen which were in use at that time for agricultural terraces. 6 The dissemination of trincheras must be taken into account when considering their antiquity and probable purpose. But we are here concerned with only one such site, the largest of its kind in northern Mexico, and situated in territory occupied by the Pima Alta Indians.
Two other contemporaries of Bancroft-trained observers and not merely travelers-give similar reports on the frequent appearances of Cerros de T rincheras, and are of common opinion that they were fortifications. One, Adolph F. Bandelier, was thoroughly familiar with the sources of Spanish colonial history in Mexico, but his description of the fortifications is based on his personal experiences from living informants without reference to colonial history. The problem of the antiquity of the fortifications is not of concern to him but he greatly enlarges on their function. 7 and foothills, than in the eastern part of the great range. As regards their southern extent, they are not found further south than the middle part of the state of Chihuahua." p. 22. 6 Ibid ... These trincheras somwhat resemble the small terrace gardens of the Moqui Indians, and have undoubtedly been used for agricultural purposes, just at they are used by the Tarahumares to this day. ••1 merely allude here to a feature in methods of defense which makes its appearance in the southern portions of the Southwest, especially in Sonora. This is the erection of places of refuge, fortified by primitive ' parapets, in the neighborhood of villages, or in connection with one .or more groups of settlements. These ·cerros de Trincheras' are purely a military feature which has no bearing upon the question under con-
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The second contemporary was J. W Opata Indians of Banamachi, Sinoquipe, and Aconchi; how far it can be absolutely relied upon I do not know, yet I see no reason for doubting its truthfulness in the main). One of the consequences of these disturbances was the erection of defensive works, not around but outside of the villages, -places of refuge to which the ·whole population of several allied settlements could resort in case. of danger. The existence of these places, which manifestly were fitted only for temporary occupation, seems to indicate that the warfare which the Indians of that paft of Sonora carried on was not the persistent harassing peculiar to northern nomads, but attacks in larger bodies, of the approach of which those who were threatened could be forewarned.
"'The 'cerro de Trincheras' or fortified hill of Bato-no-pa is situated a short distance south of the village of Banamachi .... The fortifications form something like a spiral, following the sinuosities of the ground. On the western slope there are no fortifications, which implies that danger had been expected only from the south and east. The parapets are so low at present that only by lying down behind them can any protection be secured ... "Against an Indian foe the parapets would have been of good service, although their length required quite a number of men to occupy them successfully. The really important part of the stronghold is at its highest point, where the rise and contours induced the builders to construct a double line of bulwarks, with angles and salients, so that the outer parapets could be commanded from the inner." p. 491-92. 
Cerro de T rincheras 3 4 3
In Mexico 9 , refers to it as a fortification, but not without reservations. He now views it as probably of religious significance and has given up his idea that it consisted of agricultural terraces. He is certain, though, that it is very ancient.
Therefore, up to the turn of the century much speculation and little certainty existed. Between 191 0 and 1930 few contributions to archeology were made. This is probably a reflection of the general unrest and turmoil existent in Mexico during that period. In the last thirty years or so, beginning about 19 3 0, the tempo of archeological investigations has increased steadily, with_ a slight pause during the years of World War II. When large scale archeological work in various areas in Mexico was producing information relative to the extent and importance of the high cultures of Mexico, some people were taking an interest in their influences elsewhere, especially to the north. This helped to delineate the northern borders of the high cultures, later to \be called ccMesoamerica'', and to indicate a continuity of culture across the political border which separates the United States of America from Mexico.
The last thirty years have witnessed what might be termed ccproblem archeology" -investigations directed toward solving specific problems. In 1943, in Mexico City, the Third Round Subsequently, Eduardo Noguera made a rapid survey in Sonora and has given us the most ·recent picture of Cerro de T rincheras and some new information. The following translation is mine:
The most significant survey was the site called Trincheras, that at the present time is the railroad station which runs from. Benjamin Hill to Tijuana, and contains one of the most important of the cerros de Trincheras. We have very old descriptions from Bancroft and other investigators from the past century that give a description a little different from reality. According to them, the Cerro de Trincheras consists of an elevation on whose peak are heaps of stones; but the interesting thing is that the slopes of the hill are circled by 50 or 60 walls of uncut stone, each one of three meters by one or two in thickness, that occur at irregular intervals. In accord with that same description, it appears that each wall has an entrance that is found alternately on opposite sides in a way that an enemy going up would have to circle 25 times around the circumference. In conformity with that description then it would be a question of true trenches or being excavated and empty spaces, where they would be circular, but today nothing remains of this because it never was thus unless the trenches, through the years and from erosion, were filled and the hill acquired the appearance that it presently has. It is a height with its major axis from East to West; on its south face are seen very regular steps, giving the appearance of large stair, 13 Unpublished report of Archeological sites in Sonora by lnteramerican Institute of Denton, Texas, 1955. In the library of INAH. ways rather than trenches, which seem from afar to resemble a large stepped hill that in turn suggests, in a very vague way, the platforms that exist in Peru. These large stairways can correspond then to the stone walls of which the authors of the past century speak.
These stairways of the Cerro Trincheras are very char, acteristic and each one of them is approximately one or two meters in height; these stairs or terraces, better said, are constructed of unworked stone, and no intent has been noted to even the ground to give a smooth aspect. Each one of these terraces is of varying length, thirty to forty meters average, although some are longer. Their altitude depends on the incli, nation of the hill. For that reason, .all the surface from the height to the base is full of a large quantity of small loose stones that cover all the ground. Cerro de Trincheras proper, consists now of two elevations, one larger than the other, but joined together. Unfortunately, the ceramic that is found on the ground is not as abundant as we had supposed. Nevertheless, during our visit we picked up potssherds in various places on the south part of the hill,·· with the belief that it can be recognized and assigned to the cla.sSic culture of this region.
We have seen that there exist two principal types of decorated ceramic purple,on,red, and purple,and,red,on,yellow, that is to say, ·polychrome. 14 Noguera then goes on to describe in detail the ceramics found on the spot. These details do not interest us here, but where Noguera succeeds most in historical connection is in his investigation of the potsherds found within the adobe of the ruins of a church nearby. ((There is no room for doubt that it pertains to the same ceramic type of Trincheras, except that these potsherds, by being found inside the adobes or in protected places, were not so eroded nor so mistreated as that found around the Cerro."
15 Thus, we now move into the history of the region. Sonora had been visited by Fray Marcos, by Melchior Diaz, and by the Coronado party in the period 15 3 9-15 41. But these explorers had only passed along its eastern and western borders. The rediscovery and the :first interior exploration of this area was the work of Father Kino who arrived in Sonora in 1687 and subsequently estabished the Jesuit Order almost singlehandedly in the Pimeria Alta. uPimeria Alta included what is now northern Sonora. and southern Arizona. It extended from the Altar River, in Sonora, to the Gila, and from the San Pedro River to the Gulf of California and the Colorado of the West. At that day it was all included in the province of Nueva Vizcaya; later it was attached to Sonora, to which it belonged until the northern portion was cut off by the Gadsden Purchase.
' uKino found Pimeria Alta occupied by different divisions of the Pima nation. Chief of these were the Pima proper, living in the valleys of the Gila and the Salt Rivers, especially in the region now occupied by the Pima Reservation. The valleys of the San Pedro and the Santa Cruz were inhabited by the Sobaipuris, now a practically extinct people, except for the strains of their blood ·still represented in the Pima and the Papago tribes. West of the Sobaipuris, on both sides of the international boundary line, were the Papagos, or the Papabotes as the early Spaniards called them. On the northwestern border of the region, along the · 'lower Gila and the Colorado Rivers, were the different Yuman tribes, such as the Yumas, the Cocomaricopas, the Cocopas, and the Quiquimas. All of these latter spoke the Yuman language, which was, as it is today, quite distinct from that of the Pima.
((When Kino made his :first explorations down the San Pedro and the Santa Cruz Valleys, he found them each supporting ten or a dozen villages of Sobaipuris, the population of the former aggregating some two thousand persons, and of the latter some two thousand :five hundred. The Indians of both valleys were then pr~cticing agriculture by irrigation, and raising cotton for clothing, and maize, beans, calabashes, melons, and wheat for· food. The Papagos were less advanced than . the Pimas and Sobaipuris ... "
16
On one of Kino's journeys, in February, 1694, in passing from the Misi6n de la Concepcion at Caborca to the Misi6n de Magdalena in Buquivaba, he was accompanied by another priest, Marcos Antonio Kapus, S. J., and his armed guard, Capitan Juan Mateo Manje.
During this trip they made a fortunate detour along the Rio de San Ignacio. Manje was astute enough to have recorded· all the stops made through the entire . journey, and all the baptisms and conversions performed. This information has served as a basis in determining the population and ethnographic material for later writers, and a means of cross-checking Kino's reports.
From Manje's Diario of 21 February 1694: uwe departed continuing to the East by way of the bed of the river, passing in view of a round hill where there are a hundred trenches with round stone walls in the form of a shell or spiral up to the crest, that they say, forms at its top a military field where in wars that they have had, if they reached it first they turned on the rest until all the arrows of the attackers were eXhausted and they went down the hill and killed them." 17 Thus, on the date of this diary entry, these three men were the :first Europeans to see and record Cerro de Trincheras. Father Kino's writings do not mention it, a fact which is significant in corroborating the omissions in Manje's diary. As elsewhere was done, he does not mention being visited by uindios", or seeing any there, or that Father Kino performed baptisms or conversions on the spot, or that they received food at that spot. It is safe therefore to assume that the area near Cerro de Trincheras was deserted, that it had been built prior to the arrival of the Spaniards in that ·area, and that the purpose of the trincheras was that of a fortification. This last assumption hinges I on our accepting the statement of Manje's unknown in-'fc:)rmant who may -have been an Indian interpreter or guide, as it was Father 'Kino's custom-to take local natives with hirn for that purpose when feasible.
Bolton The purpose of this note, is to determine whether Cerro de Trincheras is a prehispanic structure. Evidence convinces me that it is.
One further word on dating of uprehispanic" Mexico. From the arrival of Hernan Cortes in 1 519 to the opening of the Pimeria Alta in 1687, 166 years had elapsed. Another seven years passed until the _first white man saw Cerro de Trincheras. Obviously then, all of Mexico was not conquered in the fall of the Aztec Empire and not all of Mexico passed from prehispanic to colonial at the same time. It would be impossible through the historical sources of the colonial period to ascertain when Cerro de Trincheras was built, but that it antedated the colonial period in Sonora is certain.
are quoted at length in the text, suggesting that the whole is well documented. 20 Ralph L. Beals, The Compara.tive Ethnology of Northern Mexico Be, fore 1750. Berkeley, Calif., University of Calif6rnia Press, 1932 .
.. The body of material available for study ~n northern Mexico is enormous. Even yet much of it is known only to the historian, and still more undoubtedly lies undiscovered in various archives. Nevertheless the material available in the form of reprinted documents is so considerable that nearly two ye~rs of work have failed to exhaust them, although a representative picture has apparently been secured." p. 94.
